with such surgical conditions as bilateral mastoiditis and chronic osteomyelitis. Now children for tonsillectomy and accident cases fill an increasingly large number of beds; while more beds are now wanted for heart operations, congenital deformities, immaturity, and plastic surgery, which will continue to need all the resources of highly specialized centres. The authors conclude that no children's department should contain fewer than 40 beds, which they consider the minimum likely to provide interesting work for doctors and nurses alike. General practitioners have potent new drugs at their disposal, and the reports from four doctors in general practice (chapter 2) show that they now refer children to hospital only in serious emergencies, and that most children can be dealt with adequately either as out-patients, or day patients, especially if the general practitioners have easy access to full X-ray and pathological facilities. The book emphasizes the psychological damage that can be inflicted on children, particularly those between the ages of 1 and 3, by inpatient treatment, and recognizes that in-patient treatment should always be as brief as possible; that long-stay hospital treatment, though necessary in some cases of poliomyelitis, severe burns, and bone injuries, deprives a child of much that he needs for his emotional development. The advantages of admitting mothers into hospital with their children are discussed, together with architectural plans for children's wards adopted in this country and abroad, stressing such features as ventilation, light, heating and the control of noise. All conclusions are supported by detailed statistical tables. JOHN 'UFAW' means little to those not involved with laboratory animals and what meaning it has may be tinged with a suspicion of sentiment. Books on pain, too, are so often either about the abstract philosophical and religious aspects, or about cold, anatomical and neurophysiological experimentation, that the general reader might well be gently repelled by the sight of this book. It is, in fact, a remarkable document. UFAW proposed a symposium, to be held in 1961 in London, on how pain might be assessed and avoided in animals, based on the study of pain and its assessment in man. The result is a comprehensive, up-to-date survey of pain in its broadest anatomical, physiological and psychological aspects, ranging from the vocabulary and historical concepts of pain which have influenced its scientific study, through the visible and measurable peripheral mechanisms, to the central mechanisms and psychological aspects, ending with the practical problems of assessment of pain in man and animals. The dearth of our knowledge of the physiology of these psychological processes becomes evident, however.
Throughout much of the symposium there is a command of language and thought and a remarkable blending in of a depth of understanding of the human problem that is both satisfying and stimulating. The standard of editing is high, and, with few exceptions, the papers are easy to read. The book is well produced and unusually good value for money. It is a book for any serious general medical reader who wishes to broaden his understanding of pain as a human clinical, as well as a laboratory, problem. This book is 'designed for those organizing casualty departments, for casualty officers and for general practitioners working in isolated conditions who feel that their work could be better organized'.
The 'casualty' is defined as an unannounced patient. The department described and planned is to treat patients who may arrive during the times when normal out-patients are not in session, e.g. after hours, during weekends. There is no suggestion that attendances should be restricted in any way or that any attempt should be made to segregate the clinical material so that a higher standard of treatment can be applied.
It is suggested that the department should deal with accidents and injuries on a twenty-four-hour basis. The association between the casualty department and the accident service is not made clear though the impression is given that the author considers the two to be synonymous. The fractures and dislocations are dealt with in 15 pages, one-third less than the space devoted to 'Gynecology in Casualty'. The division of fractures and dislocations into those which are safe or unsafe for the casualty officer to treat is an interesting one. It is not clear whether this means safe for the casualty officer or the patient.
There is in this the suggestion that much work might be done in Casualty which, certainly in a teaching hospital, would be referred to the appropriate department. There is much useful information relative to emergencies of all kinds, medical, surgical, psychiatric, &c. The scope attempted in 360 pages, including organization and teaching, nmeans that much useful information is omitted. The book is well produced. The illustrations are fewer than might be expected, 42 in all: many of the subjects could be better illustrated.
The organization of a casualty department as described has a limited place in present-day medicine, except in developing countries and where no adequate general practitioner or, specialist service exists. J The word tumour is taken in its widest sense, for besides innocent and malignant growths, including extensions of intra-ocular malignancies, the book deals with retention cysts, inflammatory swellings and degenerative conditions. The opening chapter contains an excellent account of the anatomy of the ocular appendages by Lester T Jones, and the final chapter deals with treatment. Much of this last chapter contains first-class descriptions and pictures of surgical repairs following the removal of lid tumours.
The main bulk of the book deals with the tumours in pathological rather than anatomical sequence. Much of the presentation is in the form of case histories illustrated by black and white photographs and micrographs, but the quality of some of these is poor.
This book will prove invaluable to the clinician despite the fact that the arrangement under pathological headings will mean much searching in the various chapters when it comes to identifying a tumour. Some tables giving the differential diagnosis of a tumour presenting at a given anatomical site would help in this connexion. J H DOBREE Progress in Surgery-Volume III edited by M Allgower pp xii + 304 illustrated DM 70 Basel (Schweiz) & New York: S Karger 1963 This is Volume III of a series of texts which have been reviewing world surgery in recent years. It is different from its predecessors in that, in addition to a series of review articles, there is also a lengthy section devoted to university hospitals in such widely different countries as Sweden and Israel.
The main chapters are excellent symposia. The first on burn physiology and treatment comes from Blocker & Blocker of Galveston and in 20 pages gives a good account with a wide review of literature, the references being given in full. There is a most interesting account by Behrends of Erlangen, in German, of the treatment of ascites; he describes many of the old operations which have now rather fallen into disuse but which may have a place in those in whom portal vein surgery is not suitable. Drs Ravin and Fine provide another contribution on traumatic shock.
The language problem has now got rather out of hand in this scries: many of the main articles are written in the language of the country of origin and it has not been found possible to-tive more than a brief summary in the other languages at the end of the article. This therefore represents an excellent revision course in French and German for English readers.
The book is beautifully produced and would be a welcome addition to any surgical library.
SELWYN TAYLOR
An Atlas of Electrocardiography by Hugo Roesler MD FACP and Evan Fletcher MD MRCP pp vii+700 illustrated £7 7s Bristol: John Wright 1963 This book contains the scalar electrocardiograms of 400 patients. The tracings are well illustrated and fully described. In addition there is a clinical comment on each case and in 136 instances necropsy findings are reported. It is the correlation between the electrocardiographic and postmortem data which is the most valuable and interesting part of the book. The atlas is primarily for the physician who is interested in electrocardiography. It is neither an introduction to the subject,! although the first chapter contains a good section on the normal electrocardiograph, nor is the book designed for the specialist whose research interests are in the field of elcctrophysiology and vectorcardiographic analysis.
The authorsthemselves state that the 'division of the material into sections is somewhat arbitrary', which is very apparent. Some sections are devoted to a disease entity (myocardial infarction) and others to an electrocardiographic anomaly (intraventricular block) or an anatomical state (hypertrophy of the ventricles). The lack of uniformity in the presentation complicates the use of the atlas but this is largely overcome by a comprehensive index. Another criticism is that half the book is devoted to ischemic heart disease, which in spite of the importance of electrocardiography in this field is a little excessive. Other sections of great promise, such as that on 'metabolic tracings', could well have been expanded.
The authors, however, should be congratulated on this work, particularly on their interpretation and correlation of the electrophysiological changes and the necropsy findings. It will prove a valuable book for both physician and patholcgist. RICHARD EMANUEL 
